
Continuous Cover Program (CCP)  

For more information, please 

contact: 
 

Land Conservation Division  

(608) 224-3730 

  landcon@countyofdane.com 
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This program will allow agricultural producers and 
landowners to convert land that is currently in an annual 
crop into a perennial cool-season grass mix, native prairie 
mix, or grazing mix. Lands that are currently planted in 
perennial cover may also be eligible for this program to help 
landowners keep this cover in place. Landowners interested 
in this program will work with Land & Water Resources 
Department staff  to determine the best strategy for their 
unique farm operation. 
 

What are the benefits of this program? 

Total upfront payment is between $1,650 - $2,500 per acre. 

 • Establishment payment based on cover ($150/acre for 
cool season, $250/acre for native cover).  

 • Payment will be based upon an annual rental rate of        
$100-$150/acre (which includes $25/year for maintenance). 

Retain soil and nutrients an promote infiltration.  

Increase wildlife and pollinator habitat to support native 
animal populations and beneficial insects.  

Program allows for harvesting and grazing of  the cover, 
providing an added economic and usage benefit. 

 

Eligibility Requirements: 

Eligible cropland includes: 

• Planted to a row crop, history self-certified on application, 
which will be verified by staff. 

• Previously restored cropland acres. 
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Eligibility Requirements (continued): 

A minimum acreage of  0.5 acres and maximum acreage of  40 acres. This requirement may be 
waived by the department on a case-by-case basis. If  the contracted area includes 2/3rds or 
more of  the field, the recipient has an option to enroll the whole field. 

 

Program Requirements 

Funding is available for approximately 300 acres for the 2019 pilot year with approximately 100 
acres devoted to each of  the following goals: wildlife, buffers, and grazing.  

Landowner has the option of  installing conservation cover to cool-season, native prairie grass 
mix, or pasture mix for a contract period of  fifteen years.   

Landowner must maintain permanent cover through mowing, burning and reseeding during the 
15 year contract period, as stated in the Operation & Maintenance Plan. 

Mechanical spreading of  manure or other forms of  nutrients will not be allowed on the enrolled 
acres, unless written approval by department. 

If  CCP area is seeded prior to June 30th, the contract period will start with the current crop year. 
After June 30th, the contract period will begin the next crop year.  

 
 

Application Process 

Landowner fills out application during the application period   
(April 15 - May 31). 

Staff  assist landowners to identify, GPS, and rank cropped fields 
that are eligible. 

Enrolled land will be inventoried by staff  (field check for acres, crop 
residue, concentrated flows). 

Landowner  signs a cost share agreement for identified acres. 

Cost share agreement is approved by the Land Conservation 
Committee. 

Landowner seeds identified acres to an approved seed mix.  

Staff  field verifies seeding establishment (may include collecting 
invoices for seeding establishment, seed tags, etc.). 

Landowner receives a payment based upon rental rate, acres 
established, years of  contract, and cost of  vegetation 
establishment. The total contract payment will be made to the 
producer once the cover is planted and certified by staff.   

The maintenance agreement between Dane County and the 
landowner will be recorded on the deed for 15 years following 
receipt of  cost share payment. 

 

Cool-season 

Native Prairie Grass Mix 

Pasture Mix 

Annual program implementation is contingent on funding availability 


